UNI TED STATES ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5
DATE: June 2, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on May 26, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities and training/conferences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Response., ©Mercury Rel ease, Westl and, M chi gan

On May 11, 2000, Joe Fredle of the United States Environnental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Enmergency Response Branch was
contacted by the Wayne County Health Departnment for assistance
in assessing the inpact of a nercury (Hg) release froma
standard Hg flask (about 100 pounds). The flask had been | eft
in a residence when the elderly owner died. A youth enpl oyed
by the house cl eaning contractor took the flask. Some
students put Hg in a school restroom reportedly in an attenpt
to get the school closed. Oher students played with Hg in a
resi dence. The Westland Fire Departnent established a 24-hour
hotline for residents. The school district, in cooperation
with the police departnent, interviewed suspected students.

On May 12, 2000, U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordi nator Bob Buckl ey,

wi th Superfund Techni cal Assistance and Response Team ( START)
support, met with school, fire, police, County health and
State health officials. The school/City had hired a cl eanup
contractor who identified mercury contam nation in one
residence and in an outdoor area in the nearby woods. At a
home where Hg had been handl ed and where renedi ati on was done
by the private cleanup contractor, elevated readings were
found in a vacuum cl eaner, washi ng machine with cl othes, and



in anmbient air. Continuous air sanples in the sleeping and
living areas averaged just less than the 1 m crogram per cubic
nmet er Agency for Toxic Substances and Di sease Regi stry (ATSDR)
proposed criteria. The visible presence of extrenely small
beads as well as Jerone neter readings at ground | evel
confirmed el enental nmercury and nmercury vapors. No ot her
requests have conme from Westl and or the health departnment.

Contact: Bob Buckley (734-692-7662)

Energency Response, Mller Mddle School Mercury Spill,
Detroit, M chigan

On May 8, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator (OSC) Ji m Augustyn and
U.S. EPA's Superfund Technical Assistance and Response Team
(START) contractor responded to a request for assistance from
the M chigan Departnment of Community Health to a mercury spil
in a mddle school. Students in a science classroom obtai ned
a small glass container of mercury froma storage cabi net and
spilled approximtely 2 liquid ounces of elenental mercury on
t he wooden floor and on their seats. Mercury was tracked

t hr oughout the school on the soles of the student's shoes.

OSC Ji m Augustyn advi sed school officials to contact the
parents and instruct themto place the shoes and clothing the
students wore in separate plastic bags and bring them back to
the school. Elevated nmercury |levels were found. The school's
cl eanup contractor initiated cl eanup efforts throughout the
school. The school was closed from May 9-12, 2000, for
decontam nation, and confirmation air sanpling by the U S. EPA
Envi ronment al Response Teanls (ERC) contractor. START
contractor screening indicated no nercury contam nation at 46
residential properties, a hospital, a settlenment, and a | ocal
youth center. The school was declared safe to reopen on My
15, 2000, by the City of Detroit Health Departnment, with
exception of the science classroom A public neeting was held
on May 13, 2000. The school's contractor renoved the wooden
fl oor and cl eaned the science classroom Confirmation air
sanpl es received on May 20, 2000, confirnmed that the classroom
was cl eaned to below the action | evel and was safe to be
restored.

Contact: Jim Augustyn (440-250-1742)

PRPs Renpval Action Start, 7&7 Merger Site, Woster, Chio
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On May 15, 2000, a potentially responsible party (PRP) renoval
action was initiated at the 7&7 Merger site in Woster, Ohio.
On May 5, 2000, an Adm nistrative Order by Consent for a group
of PRPs to renediate the site becane effective. The conpany,
7&7 Merger, Inc., had operated in hazardous waste
transportation and cl eanup; specializing in the recycling of
coal -tar waste and coke by-products, primarily fromthe steel

i ndustry. Approximtely 130 roll-off boxes of tar and coke
by- product wastes, and ot her hazardous materials in various
sized containers were left onsite when the facility ceased
operations. Limted PRP renpval activities have occurred at
the site and have reduced the nunber of roll-off boxes to
about 90. The site is conprised of an office building with an
asphalt parking lot and a separate, fenced-in area. Wthin
the fenced area is a large |ot housing the 90 roll-off boxes
with varying amounts of tar and tar-associated wastes, a

mai nt enance garage, a flammbl e storage | ocker, and a

| abor at ory/ war ehouse building. There are containers of wastes
in both the | aboratory/warehouse building (chem cal s,

cl eaners, sanples) and in the mai ntenance garage (maintenance-
associ ated wastes). The flammabl e storage | ocker has various
sized containers of flammble |iquids. Renoval actions are
expected to take approximately 90 days to conpl ete.

Contact: Jim Augustyn (440-250-1742)

Groundwat er Treat nent Construction Start, Peerless Plating Co.

Superfund Site, Miuskegon, M chi gan

During the week of May 1, 2000, the U S. EPA began
construction on the groundwater portion of the remedial action
at the Peerless Plating Superfund site in Miuskegon, M chigan.
The groundwater is contam nated with both organic and

i norgani ¢ contam nation. A groundwater extraction and
treatment systemis being constructed to renediate

contam nated groundwater. Six groundwater extraction wells
with conmbined total capacity of 165 gallons per mnute will be
installed. Extracted groundwater will be treated onsite using
chem cal precipitation and air stripping. Construction was
originally scheduled to begin in November 1999, however,
extensive soil contam nation was discovered in the area where
the treatnent building was to be |located. The contan nated
soil s have been excavated and will be disposed offsite. The
groundwat er treatnment system should be operating by Septenber
30, 2000.
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Contact: M ke Ribordy (312-886-4592)

Settlenent, BP Exploration & Gl., Inc., Ceveland, Ohio

On May 26, 2000, U.S. EPA filed a Consent Agreenent and Fi nal
Order to resolve the Adm nistrative Conpl ai nt agai nst BP
Exploration & G, Inc., Cleveland, Chio. The Conplaint cited
23 bul k storage termnals |ocated throughout Ohio. These
facilities failed to submt a conpleted Emergency and

Hazar dous Chem cal Inventory Formto the State Energency
Response Conm ssion, the Local Energency Planning Committee,
and the local fire department with jurisdiction over the
facility, by the March 1st deadline for cal endar years 1994-
1996. BP Exploration has agreed to pay $115,002 to the
General Treasury. Their paynment is due in 30 days, along with
a Certification of Conpliance.

Contact: Janes Entzm nger (312-886-4062)

Record of Decision Siagned, Sheboyvgan River and Harbor
Superfund Site, Sheboygan, W sconsin

On May 12, 2000, the Record of Decision (ROD) was signed for
t he Sheboygan Ri ver and Harbor Superfund site in Sheboygan,
W sconsin. The ROD calls for the renpoval of approximtely
21,000 cubic yards of sedinment fromthe Upper River, renoval
of flood plain soil, renoval of approximtely 53,000 cubic
yards of sedinment fromthe Inner Harbor, and identification
and control of possible additional polychlorinated bi phenyls
(PCB) sources fromthe site facility. Renmoval of the PCB
contam nated sedinent and soil will result in a soft sedinent
surface wei ghted average concentration 0.5 parts per mllion
or less over tinme. Long-termnmonitoring, for the entire

Ri ver, includes both sedinment and fish. The estinmted cost of
the renedy is $40.9 mllion.

Contact: Tom Short (312-353-8826)

Renedi al | nvestigation Start. Evergreen Manor G oundwater
Contam nation Site, Wnnebago County, Illinois

On May 22, 2000, the U S. EPA Region 5, began renedial
investigation (RI) activities at the Evergreen Manor
Groundwat er Contam nation site |ocated in Wnnebago County,
I1linois. The groundwater is contam nated with
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trichl oroethene and tetrachl oroethene in excess of their

Maxi mum Cont am nant Levels under the Safe Drinking Water Act.
The RI will involve collecting groundwater sanples using a
cone penetronmeter and U.S. EPA's nobile |lab to attenpt to
fully delineate the extent of groundwater contam nation at the
site. Residential well, sedinent, and surface water sanples
will also be collected. U.S. EPA will use this information to
determ ne whether any further action is necessary to protect
human health and the environnent once the ongoi ng non-tine-
critical removal action (NTCRA) is conplete. The NTCRA is a
wat er mai n extension project which will bring potable water
fromthe North Park Public Water District to approxi mately 260
i ndi vi dual residences threatened by contam nated water.

Contact: M ke Ribordy (312-886-4592)

Preconstruction Meeting and Availability Session, Reilly Tar &
Chem cal (Dover Plant) Superfund Site, Dover., Ohio

On May 17, 2000, the Renmedial Project Manager (RPM along wth
representatives fromthe Chio Environnental Protection Agency
(Ohio EPA) and Reilly Industries held a preconstruction
neeting at the Reilly Tar & Chem cal (Dover Plant) Superfund
site in Dover, Ohio. August Mack, hired by Reilly Industries,
wi || manage the construction project. Also on May 17, 2000,
the RPM State Project Manager, and Reilly met with the City's
Mayor and his staff to discuss the project and schedul e.

Later that evening, U S. EPA held an availability session to
provide the public with an opportunity to ask questi ons about
the site remedy. 1In addition to interested citizens,
representatives fromthe | ocal newspaper and radio station
cane to the neeting. The 3.7 acre site contains coal tar,
contam nated soil, and sedinent. Mich of the excavated
material will be placed in an abandoned buil di ng foundati on on
site and then covered with a Chi o Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act Subtitle D Solid Waste Cap. A soil cover wll be
pl aced over the remainder of the site. A collection trench
will also be installed for hydraulic control and to treat
cont am nat ed groundwater in the perched aquifer. Treated
groundwater will be sent to the local publicly owned treatnent
works. The estimated cost of the renedy is $2.8 mlIlion and
is expected to be conpleted in Septenmber 2000.

Contact: Tom Short (312-353-8826)
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TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

EPCRA/ CERCLA Section 103/ Clean Air Act 122(r) Nati onal
Enf orcement Conference, Las Vegas. Nevada

On May 16-18, 2000, Mark Horwitz, Ruth McNamara, and James
Entzm nger, fromthe Ofice of Chem cal Energency Preparedness
and Prevention (OCEPP), along with Ed Messina fromthe O fice
of Regi onal Counsel, attended the Energency Planning and
Community Ri ght-to-Know Act (EPCRA)/ Conprehensive

Envi ronment al Response, Conpensation and Liability Act

(CERCLA) Section 103/ Clean Air Act (CAA) 122(r) Nati onal
Enforcement Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada. Representatives
from9 of the 10 U S. EPA Regions were in attendance, along
with Jesse Baskerville, Director, Toxics and Pesticides
Enforcenment Division, Ofice of Enforcenment and Conpliance
Assi stance. The first day of the conference dealt with the
EPCRA/ CERCLA enforcenent issues, the nost significant of which
was the recently released "Interim Gui dance on Federal ly
Permtted Releases.” |Inplenentation of this guidance,
according to Lynn Beasley of the Ofice of Emergency and
Remedi al Response (OERR), could lead to increased industry
filings under the Continuous Rel ease Program which is not

wel | positioned to handle the increased work | oad. The second
day of the nmeeting focused on regional status reports. M.
Baskerville was quite inmpressed by the various EPCRA/ CERCLA
enforcenent efforts currently underway or planned by the
Region 5 staff. The final day of the conference addressed the
CAA 112(r) issues. A prelimnary draft of an enforcenent
response policy was distributed. O her topics that were

di scussed were expedited enforcenent, non-filer inspections,
and a bl anket waiver of CAA 113(d)(1) requirenents.

Contact: Mark Horwitz (312-353-9045)

Presentation, Air and Waste Managenent Association Conference,

Li voni a, M chi gan

On May 24, 2000, Janes Entzm nger, O fice of Chem cal

Enmer gency Preparedness and Prevention, gave a presentation on
t he continuous rel ease provisions under the Conprehensive
Envi ronment al Response, Conpensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA), and al so about Federally permtted rel ease
interpretative gui dance. There were about 150 people from

i ndustry, U. S. EPA, and the M chigan Departnment of Natural



Resources (MDNR) in attendance. NMDNR gave a presentation
about energing issues and the electrical utilities industry.

Contact: Janes Entzm nger (312-886-4062)

Meeting, Southeast M chigan Environnental Health Directors,
Ponti ac, M chi gan

On May 11, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator (OSC) Bob Buckl ey
attended the nonthly neeting of the Southeast M chigan
Environnmental Health Directors's, which consists of
representatives from 13 Counties and the City of Detroit. The
theme for the neeting, chaired by M chigan Departnment of

Envi ronmental Quality, was pollution prevention. A discussion
of the Retired Engi neers Techni cal Assistance Program ( RETAP),
whi ch provides pollution prevention assistance to small

busi nesses, was made. OSC Bob Buckl ey expressed concern to
the group about the rash of mercury releases. That afternoon
Wayne County called for Hg assistance and the next day Maconb
County called. At the sane tinme, there were ongoi ng Hg
responses in Monroe County and the City of Detroit and a m nor
incident in Lapeer County.

Contact: Bob Buckley (734-692-7662)

Meeting, Reqgion 5 Reqgional Response Team (RRT). Cincinnati,
Ghi o

On May 16-17, 2000, there was a neeting of the Region 5

Regi onal Response Team (RRT) in Cincinnati, Ohio. All six
Region 5 States and 10 federal agencies attended this neeting.
Region 5 attendees i ncluded Cheryl MIntyre and Byron Maggos
of the Ofice of Chem cal Enmergency Preparedness and
Prevention (OCEPP). There was a presentation on recent oi
tank failures along the Ohio River. A panel discussed a case
study on environnmental crinmes. There was a presentation on
Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel by Ral ph Doll hopf, Kurt Gunert, and
St eve Renninger all of the Emergency Response Branch (ERB).

St eve Renni nger and Len Zintak (ERB) spoke on Counter
Terrorism and the recent anthrax responses in the Cincinnati
area. Ann VWhelan (G| Planning and Response Section) gave an
update on area planning activities and Steve Renni nger gave an
update on the Cincinnati sub-area plan. There was also a
State run session on nethanphetam ne | abs, during which Region
7 gave a presentation on U S. EPA s involvenent in the cleanup
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of these labs. Gary ol dberg (Departnment of Energy) presented
a National Response Team conmmittee report on reconciling the
Feder al Radi ol ogi cal Energency Response Plan and the Nati onal
Conti ngency Plan. The next RRT neeting will be held in

Appl eton, W sconsin on Septenmber 27-28, 2000. The neeting
will be in conjunction with the Wsconsin Governors
Conf er ence.

Contacts: Sheila Calovich (312-353-1505)
Byron Maggos (312-353-8184)

Joint Region 3.4.5 Regional Response Team ( RRT) Meeti ng,
Cincinnati, Ohio

On May 18, 2000, there was a conbined Region 3, 4, &5

Regi onal Response Team (RRT) neeting in Cincinnati, Ohio,
following the Region 5 RRT nmeeting. This particular nmeeting
was significant because, not only was it hosted in Region 5,
but it included representatives fromthree U S. EPA Regions
(Regions 3, 4 and 5), representatives from 19 states, and
representatives fromthe National Response Team Region 5
att endees included Cheryl MIntyre and Byron Maggos of the

O fice of Chem cal Enmergency Preparedness and Prevention
(OCEPP). The theme of the Joint RRT neeting was planning,
response, and coordination along the Chio River. There was a
Chi o River planning panel which included speakers from Regi on
5. Those participating in that panel were Steve Renni nger
(Enmergency Response Branch), Ann Whel an and Sheil a Cal ovich of
the (G 1 Planning and Response Section). Ann Whelan nmade a
presentation on the Region 5 electronic maps for the Eastern
and Mddle Ohio River. There was also a discussion on the
Region 3, 4, and 5 Response Menorandum of Understandi ng, which
will help expedite response on the Ghio River. The Deputy
Regi onal Adm nistrator, M. David A. Ulrich, opened the
nmeeting. There were approximately 150 partici pants.

Contacts: Sheila Calovich (312-353-1505)
Cheryl MlIntyre (312-886-1964)
Byron Maggos (312-353-8184)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (COECA)
Ti m Fi el ds ( OSVEER)



Steve Luftig (OSVER)

Larry Zaragoza (OSVER)

Region 5 State Superfund Coordi nators
Division/Office Directors

ORA State Coordinators

Regi onal Team Managers



